'James Calvert Spence was a forward looking paediatrician, a sensitive good clinician, and a staunch believer in the importance of the mother and baby attachment and the position of the child within the family, qualities and beliefs that are shared by Dermod MacCarthy whom I present to you today as this year's medallist. This award is made for outstanding contributions to the advancement and clarification of paediatric knowledge.
'Dermod grew up in a cultured, enquiring, critical, non-medical environment and this is charmingly portrayed in a talk he gave to an Oxford paediatric meeting some years ago when he described his memories of childhood. The description of his talks with his father who loved to hold long conversations while in the bath, Dermod's dislike of ladies with hair on their face who insisted on giving him a wet kiss, and more important his memory of the feeling of isolation at the time of his tonsillkctomy and his early awareness that most adults had forgotten their childhood or at least had not retained any memory that would be helpful in their understanding of the problems of childhood. 1960 1961 1963 1964 1965 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 Professor 
